1. Why is the Earth called the water planet? 3/4ths of the planet is made up of water.  97% of the water is salt water.  3% is fresh water.  Almost half of the fresh water is frozen at the poles and in glaciers.

2. What physical properties make water unique as compared to other substances on Earth? Water can be found as a liquid (rain), gas (water vapor), and solid (ice, sleet, hail).
3. Where is most of the world's fresh water supply stored? The North and South Poles and in glaciers
4. What is the water cycle? The movement of water across the world, in all of its states of matter. (Solid, liquid, and gas)
5. Why do we say the Earth's water is recycled? The water has been here for billions of years.  It just keeps moving from place to place.
6. What is evaporation? How does it occur? Sun light is energy, which transforms into thermal energy.  The thermal energy turns liquid water into a gas (water vapor) and pumps the water vapor into the troposphere.  Water evaporates when air (water vapor) touches the ground (lithosphere) the heat transfer is conduction.
7. What do we know about the atmosphere and its ability to hold water?  The atmosphere is like a sponge.  The warmer the air the more moisture it holds.
8. What is condensation?  What causes it? Name visible examples of condensation. It is when water vapor rises in the troposphere to the dew point and turns back into a liquid.  The liquid is so light that it stays in the air.  It attaches to the dust in the air and forms a cloud.  Warm air masses hold more water than cold air masses.
9. What is the relationship between condensation and precipitation? When the cloud and the air around the cloud cools the water in the cloud gets bigger and more dense (sinks).  The dense water drops and falls back to the lithosphere as a liquid (rain) or solid (snow, hail, sleet), in what is called precipitation.
10. What happens to precipitation after it falls to the Lithosphere? Falls as a liquid all over the earth into lakes, ponds, streams, underground water tables, and the oceans or it falls as a solid and piles up at the poles or on glaciers.

11. What is ground water?  Why is it important? Most important natural resource.  When precipitation falls it fills the under ground water level.
12. What is the significance of run-off? Continues to keep lakes, streams, rivers, and oceans from losing water.

13. What does ground water have to do with the water table? Used for drinking.  The height of the water is what is called the water table.  If the water is used faster than it is replaced it will run dry.

14. Why is pollution of ground water so serious? We only have so much water.  It is recycled, but if we pollute it enters our drinking water and food supply.
